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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT AND 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Please enter the following amendments and comments into the file of this 

application. 



In The Specification 

Page 1, between the title and line 1, please add the following Cross- 

Reference:: 

--CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

-This application is a continuation of apphcation serial no. 09/523,152 filed 

March 10, 2000, which apphcation is a continuation of apphcation serial no. 09/443,368 filed 

November 19, 1999, now abandoned, which application is a continuation of application serial 

no. 09/41 1,920 filed October 4, 1999, now abandoned. 

-This application claims the benefit of U.S. provisional applications nos. 

60/106,920 filed November 3, 1998, 60/109,299 filed November 19, 1998, 60/120,596 filed 

February 18, 1999 and 60/120,620 filed February 18, 1999. ~. 
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REMARKS 



Applicant has provided a cross-reference to related applications to identify 
those applications that are relied upon for priority. 

Pursuant to applicants' duty of disclosiire under 37 C.F.R. 1.56, a Form PTO- 
1449 which lists 57 references is submitted herewith for the Examiner's review and 
consideration. These references were submitted during the prosecution of applicants' 
copending apphcation serial no. 09/523,152 filed March 10, 2000, so that copies are not 
included herein. If the Examiner is unable to locate any one of these references, applicants, 
through their appointed attorney, will supply copies upon request. 



present claims, and the Examiner's acknowledgement of the same by returning an initialed 
copy of the Form PTO-1449 would be appreciated. 

No fee is believed to be due for the submission of this paper. Should any fees 
be required, please charge such fees to Winston & Strawn deposit account no.501-814. 



It is believed that these references are not material to the patentability of the 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date:_ 





Allan A. Fanucci 



(Reg. No. 30,256) 
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New York, New York 10166-4193 
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